
First United Methodist Church 
Aril Edition Newsletter 2021 

 
In Person Worship and Online Worship  

8:30 AM Sunday morning, Early Risers’ Service 
9:45 AM, Celebration Service  
11:00 AM, Traditional Service 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCBrenham/ 
 

The Traditional Service is broadcast each Sunday on Brenham  
Radio KWHI/AM 1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

and Channel 96 Cable TV at 11:00 a.m. 

Does First UMC Brenham have a future?  
 
Many have questions… 
 
With the United Methodist Church undergoing changes, as well as the changes 
all of us have endured with COVID-19, the continuing change in our community 
and the presence of so many churches in our area, the Board of Stewards (BOS) 
decided that it was important to cast a clear view of what makes Brenham First 
United Methodist Church relevant to our community and what distinguishes it 
from other churches - what our church DNA is now, should be and how it will help 
the future growth of our congregation of Christian disciples. To that end, the BOS 
started discussions on a Vision Statement and Mission Statements defining the 
path to that vision.   
 
Those are difficult things to define.  After some internal discussion, the BOS  
enlisted the aid of an outside consultant (Rev. Scott Moore, Strategic Visioning 
and Ministry Alignment Consultant) to help direct the effort.  This resulted in  
several multi-hour meetings guided by the consultant in which many questions 
were asked and answered.  We studied our strengths and weaknesses with 
much prayerful thought and discussion.  From this process came the  Vision 
Statement with accompanying Mission Statements that are given below.   
 
These statements are more than just "marketing" although they certainly help in 
reaching out to community members seeking a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
They provide guideposts or touchstones that should direct all of our efforts.   
They help to establish the "why" of our decision making so that, at all times,  
we consistently work toward established goals. 
 
The path to the Vision Statement starts with Jesus Christ's Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:19 - "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 

This is reflected in the Mission Statement of the United Methodist Church.  "The 
mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world." 
 

The BOS then took these and applied them to the unique circumstances of our 
First United Methodist Church in Brenham to come up with our church's Vision 
Statement.  This is our vision of how we will fulfill the mission handed down by 

Christ through the United Methodist Church.  The Vision Statement is 
  

"INVITING CHRIST TO GROW AND EMPOWER US AS DISCIPLES WHO, IN 
TURN,  

HELP OTHERS TO GROW IN CHRIST." 
 

This means that we will open ourselves to Christ who, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, will give each of us the unique gifts suited to our individual makeup to 
allow us to go forth and help others to go down their individual spiritual paths to 
Christ.  These paths will allow them to become disciples who, in turn, will seek 
out yet more people to grow in Christ. 
 
But a vision alone is not sufficient.  We have to determine how that vision is to be 
achieved.  Thus, the BOS undertook a process to determine the key Mission 
Statements for our unique situation here at First United Methodist Church in 
Brenham, TX that will drive us to achieving that Vision Statement.  After much 
deliberation, we coalesced our ideas into three Mission Statements. 
 
The first Mission Statement - "Engaging in worship that is meaningful for all."  
Worship is the key means to opening our hearts and minds to Christ to enable 
each of us to find our unique path toward becoming the disciples necessary to 
fulfill the Vision Statement.  Meaningful worship practices also draw non-
members into a relationship with Christ. 
 
The second Mission Statement - "Becoming prepared for the ministry to which all 
Christians are called.  This statement acknowledges that many of us may not yet 
be equipped to undertake the ministry that Christ calls us to.  Each of us is called 
to ministry.  Ministry is not reserved for clergy and staff of the church.  We need 
to undertake whatever training and decisions are necessary for us to be 
equipped and confident to help others grow in Christ. 
 
The third Mission Statement -  "Entering into faith-sharing relationships."  Once 
equipped, we need to seek out others with whom to share our faith.  Through 
this, we can help them to start down the path to Christ. 

 



These are not easy tasks nor are they meant to be.  This is what we are  
commanded by Christ to do.  Having a vision and missions are necessary to  
provide a filter through which church activities are viewed.  We will use this filter 
to assess worship practices, programs, budgets and all other aspects of the 
church.  In that way, we automatically drive ourselves to achieve the goal. 
 
Beginning April 18th, Pastor Bobbie will be preaching a five-week series on our 
Vision Statement and all of its components.  The series will be further enhanced 
by recorded video sessions hosted by members of the Board of Stewards  
offering more insight to the Vision Statement and how it was formulated.  The 
recordings will be available on the church website and Facebook page.   
 
For 177 years, the people called Methodist in the community of Brenham have 
provided opportunities for worship, education, fellowship, compassionate care, 
and faith development.  We believe God will continue to lead us into the future.   

 

Maundy Thursday is April 1 at 
6:00 PM on the church lawn 
along Baylor.  Communion will be 
served and we’ll be observing the 
stripping of the church.  We’re 
asking for lay volunteers to read 
the scripture selections, offer a 

brief devotion for this service or assist with the stripping of the 
church.  Please contact the church office or any of the church staff 
if you’d like to hear more about those service opportunities.  There 
will be seating available for those who are not fully ambulatory.  

 
Good Friday is April 2.   
Stations of the Cross will be 
available in the Sanctuary for 
everyone beginning at 8:30 AM 
in the morning.  Take as much 
time as you want in this  
incredible way of reflecting  

on the sequence of events on the day of Christ’s crucifixion.   
The stations will be clearly marked and available until 6:00 PM.  
There will be seating available for those who are not fully  
ambulatory for the Good Friday Service on the front lawn at  
6:00 PM.  
 
 

Take advantage of these opportunities to serve Christ through  

the ministries of the church.  A description of responsibilities is 

available through Pastor Bobbie Maltas.  Please contact her  

directly at pastorbobbie@sbcglobal.net or through the church  

office: 979-836-2008.   

 

Board of Steward Member 

Worship Greeter/Hospitality (all services) 

Methodist Weekday CDC Board Member 

Adult Small Group Discussion Leader 

CURB (Clean-Up, Repair & Beautify) Team 

Prayer Partners 

Communion Stewards (all services) 

mailto:pastorbobbie@sbcglobal.net


Church-wide Picnic 

and Outdoor Concert 

Mark your calendars  

for Saturday, April 17
th
.  

Bring your lunch,  

a lawn chair and get 

ready for some great 

music by the Wesley 

Ramblers!  This musical group is from Texas A&M Wesley  

Foundation and the love offering collected at the concert will  

benefit the Wesley Foundation.  Spread the news and invite  

your friends! 

Methodist Weekday  
Childcare Development Center 

We want to thank everyone that  
participated in the fundraiser or gave 
donations to the school. Thank you 
so much we really do appreciate it.  
 
In Need of  Donations 
Outdoor trucks, Lego toys, plants/ seeds, 
flower pots, bubbles, natural wood slices 
for the children to do project with 60  
different sizes, paint.  

 
Look for a Loving, Caring and religious atmosphere for your 
child to attend? 
I have great news, we are excepting new enrollment in our  
Pre-k class, After school class, and our 2 year old class.  For 
more information please call 979-830-8661.  
 
Employment Opportunity 
Looking to hire a full time aide in our 1yr. old class, part time aide 
in our 11-18 month old class and a After school teacher in our 
school age class (5-11yr.)  If you know of any one looking for a 
job please send them by the school at 408 N. Baylor St. or call for 
more information at 979-830-8661.  
 
Methodist Weekday CDC & Brenham ISD will be close for 
Good Friday (Friday, April 2

nd
) Have a Bless and wonderful 

Easter 

UMYF meets from 6:00-7:30pm 

Apr 4—No UMYF 

Apr 11— Firemen’s Park for a Scavenger Hunt 

Apr 18— at the Pauler’s 

Apr 25— TBA 

SUMMER 2021 MISSION 

TRIPS 

This year our HS will be going to Alabama  with Youthworks 
this July.  That trip is currently full but there is a waiting list.  
So please let Jennifer know if your HS student would like to 
attend. 
 
BIG HOUSE UPDATE: It’s now for MS/JrH AND High 
SCHOOL! We will be serving somewhere in our conference 
(possibly here in Brenham) in late July . It is not too late to go!  
For all the details please contact Jennifer.  

First Sonic Sunday School will be  

Apr 11 @11am.  Meet in the parlor after 

Celebration Worship to load in the van. You 

will need to pay for your 

own drink. Casey will be  

leading the lessons. 

& Kevin driving.  



CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 
        Sunday, March 7, 2021 
 
    Offering:          $15,204.00 

 

 

      Sunday, March 14, 2021 
 
    Offering:            $4,290.00 

  

  

      Sunday, March 21, 2021 
 
   Offering:            $7,752.00 

 

   Sunday, March 28, 2021 
 
  Offering:          $4,270.00  

2021 Budget: 
$657,012.00 
 
Offering Needed Each 
Week:  $12,635.00 

 

Church Family, 
 
Thank you to  everyone for 

your cards, visits, telephone 

calls and especially your  

prayers for our family. 

 

It is times like this when we  

realize how much our church 

family means. 

 

Shirley McIntyre and Family 

Join us Sunday, April 11  

in Celebration & Traditional Worship  

Members of our local Adult/Teen Challenge will be sharing 

their testimonies with us.  Please plan to come and support 

these men on their road to recovery.  

The Couch’s Newsletter   March 2021 

 

Prayers & Celebrations from Kosovo 

 Continue praying for Kosovars as they struggle to get the    

pandemic under control while not crippling the already extremely 

weak economy. 

 Pray for the full healing of Thomas from long term effects of 

Covid. 

 Pray for Sarah and Hannah as they continue navigating the 

challenges of cross-cultural schooling and friendships made more 

difficult by pandemic times. 

 We are thankful for a wonderful group of students in our      

leadership class.  Join us in praying for all of the students in our 

leadership class as they embark on lives of purpose. 

We are thankful for you being on this journey with us and look    

forward to visiting the States in July and August.  Pray for the  

preparations for our time and for travel/visits to be allowed in a 

safe manner. 

 

For The Couch’s video update go to: https://vimeo.com/524851550 

and if prompted enter the password “couch” 

https://vimeo.com/524851550


PRAYER CONCERNS 

Members 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Debi Meschwitz 

Ran Newman 

Jean Pool 

Tom Post 

Red Powell 

Pastor Kay Reed 

Tom Rogers 

Edna Rote 

Jody Tyson 

Ron Walberg 

Doyce Wells 

Linda Winstanley 

Faye Wubbenhorst 

 

Alice Patterson 

Matthew Patterson 

Bob Purl 

Jack Purl 

Lloyd Pieper 

Carrie Polwart 

Karen Presley 

Sue Quin 

Stan Royal 

Barbara Scates 

Jim Sockwell 

Marissa Spangler 

Susan Stollman 

Brylee Waltrip 

Barbara & Lloyd Wilganowski 

Mary Winkelmann 

  

Lois Albright 

Peggy Bosse 

Haley Dugas 

Rick Fitzgerald 

Sue Gibson 

Don Gore 

Melissa Hale 

Dianne Hall 

Julie & Ed Hardin 

Kathi Ivy 

Sharon & Fred Ketcham 

Don & Ray Manchester 

Susan McMurray 

Ernestine Moore 

Ron Wayne Mills 

Cindy Mullins  

Virginia Collier 

Wanda Curbo 

Beverly Duree  

Susan Ebel   

Ellen & Jim Ellison  

Marshia & Bud Foster 

Glen Goodman 

Joycine Hannath 

Virginia & A.W. Hodde, Jr 

Martha & William Lee 

Beverly Leyrer 

Shirley McIntyre 

 

Others 

 

 

 

 

Juanita Hickey  

from:  Jenifer Amerson, Nancy and Matthew Cook, Joy Goedeke, 

Smitty Hinners 
 

Lori Garrison, Pastor Greg’s sister 

from:  Kay and Gary Ivy 
 

Rev. Earl McIntyre 

from: The Faith Builders Class, Deborah and Gerald Muckleroy, Kay 

and Gary Ivy, Jo and Bill Powell, Carol Ann and Tom Post, Mary and 

Don Wilhelm, Patricia and Charles Brinkmeyer, “The Hampsters”,  

Stephen F. Austin Radio Club, Terri and Douglas Garmer, Louise 

Goodrich, Mary Jane and Clarence Jean, Marianne and Nick Nelms, 

Donna Sprenger, Gwen and Donald Spiess,  wai-Cheng and Thomas 

Estes, Pamela and David Nickell, PDG Architects, Janis and David 

Miller, Tracie, Jeffrey, John, Jake and Ellie Sullivan, Christy, Trey 

and Emma Gann, Janet Smart and family, Debbie Orschell and  

family, Joy Goedeke, Jetta and Glen Goodman, Smitty Hinners,  

Bonnie Salinas, Sharon Watt 
 

Louis Hanath 

from: Kay and Gary Ivy, Jetta and Glen Goodman, Deborah and  

Gerald Muckleroy, Carol Ann and Tom Post, Gwen and Donald Spiess, 

Faith Builders Class, Mary and Don Wilhelm, Smitty Hinners 

 

Luene Harmer 

from:  Jetta and Glen Goodman, Carol Ann and Tom Post, The UMW 

 

Lydia House 

from:  Smitty Hinners 

March 2021 



 

Music Ministry Notes: 

Choir practice will resume April 14th 

from 7:00-8:00 PM in the choir 

room. For more information contact 

Matt.  

 

Anyone who would like to lend their musical talents in 

any form, please contact Matt at matt@fumcbrenham.org 

Activity Center Water Damage Update 

Sometimes you receive a blessing in disguise and that’s how  

we need to view the recent water damage in our Activity Center.   

At some point during the February freeze, a water pipe in the  

Activity Center Kitchen burst in two place, about the size of  

quarters.  By the time the incident was discovered, water had 

flowed for an unknown amount of time and the two holes had  

become several, all contained to the newer portion of the kitchen. 

 

As soon as the leaks were discovered, the water to the building 

was turned off and volunteers vacuumed, mopped and toweled 

up gallons and gallons of water that had flowed from the kitchen 

to other areas of the first floor.  Fans were put up and left for 

days in order to dry out the building. 

 

Last week the insurance adjuster assessed the damage and 

found moisture in places we had not anticipated.  Moisture was 

discovered in nearly all the floors, including the kitchen, electric/

janitorial closet, entryway, the larger carpeted room, even the  

restrooms.  We have moisture in cabinets, water damaged the 

content of some kitchen cabinet contents, and it flowed under 

walls throughout the first floor.  The only places that appear  

undamaged include the storage closets.  

  

The instructions we’ve been given are to hire a restoration  

company to assess the damage.  We’re waiting for a date  

when ServPro will come and remove all first floor carpet and tile, 

kitchen cabinets (perhaps in the large room as well), and walls  

up to 2 feet.  They will continue removing anything that has  

detectible moisture or mold until they’ve discovered it all.   

 

At that point we will hire a general contractor to rebuild and  

restore our building, including the plumbing which will be  

pressure tested to determine its stability.   

Storage containers will be onsite to store the contents of the first 

floor of the Activity Center until the construction is complete.   

The blessing in disguise, you ask?  This incident affords us to 

make necessary changes to the Activity Center that might have 

been put off for an unknown amount of time.  For example, the 

Board of Stewards is considering what types of flooring would be 

best, what do we want the walls to look like, how can we make the 

building more safe and secure.  How might we made the building 

more attractive?  The entryway more inviting?  All of these, and 

more will be blessings to us. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt, April 4th at  

11:00 a.m. on the front lawn.   

Bring your basket!!! 



Children’s Corner  
March– Sunday School Returns!  

  

  

  

  

Children’s Corner  
March– Sunday School Returns!  

  

  

  

  



Vacation Bible 

School  

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the 

King's Armor, children grow strong in 

the Lord and in the strength of God's 

power by exploring how we put on the 

armor of God.           

Coming June 28 through July 1! 

Registration: Opening in May 

PLANNING MEETING on APRIL 18:  

volunteers invited! 

*Following Traditional/Sunday School 

Hour # 2, around noon– lunch provided. 

A HUGE Happy 
Birthday to our  
Favorite APRIL 

Kids! 
 

Kelsey Cross (4/16) 

Peyton Hargrave (4/16) 

Rhyan Jenkins (4/7) 

Emily Masterson (4/14) 

Kate Masser (4/24) 

Max Patrick (4/7) 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Your next newsletter deadline 
will be  

Thursday,  
April 22, 2021  
 by 4:00 PM.   

 
If you have a submission for 
the newsletter, please email 

your written article to 
fumc@fumcbrenham.org; 
or submit a handwritten  

article to the church office.  

This is the best way to make 
sure that all the information 
for your article is accurate.  

Welcome Back 

to Worship 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP 
is always available  

 
Sunday Mornings 

 
8:30 AM Early Risers’ Service 

9:00 AM Breakfast in the Parlor 
9:30 AM Adult Sunday School 
9:45 AM Celebration Service 
11:00 AM Traditional Service 

11:00 AM Sunday School  
Children/Youth 

 
https://www.facebook.com/

FUMCBrenham/ 
 

The Traditional Service is  
broadcast each Sunday  

on Brenham Radio KWHI/AM 
1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

and Channel 96 Cable TV at  
11:00 a.m. 



  

       
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

9:00 AM 

Card Group/MH 

6:00 PM 

Board of Stewards/FR  

  

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/FH 

1:30 PM 

MWCDC Board Mtg/AC  

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/FH 

 

 

 

9:00 AM 

Card Group/MH 

 

11:30 AM 

Book Club/FH 

6:30 PM 

Wesley Foundation/FH 

10:00 AM 

Program Staff/FH 

  

10:00 AM 

Program Staff/FH 

7:00 PM 

Choir Practice/CR 

 

6:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday Service/ 

Front Lawn 

6:30 PM 

Wesley Foundation/FH 

4:00 PM 

Newsletter Deadline 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/FH 

 

 

11:30 AM 

Churchwide Picnic and 

outdoor Bluegrass Concert/ 

Front Lawn11:30 AM 

Churchwide Picnic and 

8:30 AM 
Early Risers’ Service/Sanc 
9:00 AM 
Breakfast/Parlor 
9:45 AM 
Celebration/Sanc 
11:00 AM 
Traditional/Sanc 

8:30AM 
Early Risers’ Service/Sanc 
9:00 AM 
Breakfast/Parlor 
9:30 AM 
Sunday School Hour #1 
9:45 AM 
Adult Teen Challenge/Sanc 
11:00 AM 
Adult Teen Challenge/Sanc 
6:00 PM 
UMYF/Fireman’sPark 
Confirmation/FH 

8:30 AM 
Early Risers’ Service/Sanc 
9:00 AM 
Breakfast/Parlor 
9:30 AM 
Sunday Sc hool Hour #1 
9:45 AM 
Celebration/Sanc 
11:00 AM 
Traditional/AC 
Youth/Children’s SS 
12:00 PM 
VBS Meeting/FH 
6:00 PM 
UMYF/FH 
Confirmation/FR 

8:30 AM 
Early Risers’ Service/Sanc 
9:00 AM 
Breakfast/Parlor 
9:30 AM 
Sunday School Hour #1 
9:45 AM 
Celebration/Sanc 
11:00 AM 
Traditional/AC 
Youth & Children’s SS 
6:00 PM 
UMYF/FH 
Confirmation/FR 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study/FH 

6:30 PM 

Wesley Foundation/FH 

6:30 PM 

Wesley Foundation/FH 

10:00 AM 

Program Staff/FH 

7:00 PM 

Choir Practice/CR 

 

10:00 AM 

Program Staff/FH 

7:00 PM 

Choir Practice/CR 

 

8:30 AM-6:00 PM 
Stations of the Cross/Sanctuary 
6:00 PM 
Good Friday Worship/Front Lawn 

8:00 AM—3:00 PM 

MWCDC Training/FH 


