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Greetings Friends and Members of FUMC Brenham, 

In the gospel of Matthew, chapter 6: 
 

But when you pray, go into your room, close the 

door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, 

who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
 

It takes quite a bit to get most of us to slow down and pay  

attention.  We’re attached to schedules (yes, retired folks, you 

too), to-do lists, deadlines, etc.  I’m a schedule-driven person 

and have been shocked to realize that I rarely look at my  

calendar anymore.  
  
In my household, we’ve established a kind of rhythm for most 

days.  It was intimidating at first because I felt like I needed  

to keep Alice up on her daily lessons while figuring out how  

to create opportunities for her to have fun and not get bored.  

(With an older kiddo, just the mention of being “bored” would 

have resulted in chores or more homework.  But with a four 

year-old…) We’ve been home for over a month now and the 

back porch has become the classroom, the worship center, the 

place of family meals and many conversations.  Turns out, the 

back porch and the yard, by extension, has become the “room” 

Jesus refers to in Matthew.  Let me explain.  We’re watching  

a family of finches who took over my hanging plant as their 

starter home.  They built an elaborate, deep nest, hatched their 

eggs and now Mom and Dad Finch feed those babies every 15 

minutes.  Watching them has reminded me that God provides  

everything that we need to learn and grow in our faith.  Too  

often I’d rather eat junk food (AKA Netflix, Amazon Prime,  

etc.) than spend time in the Word.  This little family of four 

finches has made the Word come alive…in conversation with 

my granddaughter as we marvel at God’s creation of birds. 

 

In between lessons on ABC’s and 123’s, toddler chemistry  

experiments, and putting together giant floor puzzles, I’ve 

been gardening.  I’ve removed dead bushes, trimmed trees, 

planted Jasmine and Azaleas and have accumulated quite  

the burn pile in the driveway.  Yesterday I met my nemesis:  

a huge vine plant that had grown over the fence, into the 

neighbor’s tree and yard, up and through the power lines, with 

roots as thick as a pipe.  I cut and chopped, pulled and pleaded 

but I cannot get that plant out of the ground.  I managed to 

get it out of the power lines and the tree; it’s cut all the way 

down to the trunk.  And as I was sweating and aching I 

thought, “Planting this thing so close to the fence and directly 

under power lines was really poor planning on someone’s part.”  

But then, as I reflected later, it was just as much my fault that 

this plant had gotten out of control.  I could have pruned it but 

I didn’t.  I could have changed it’s direction of growing but I 

didn’t.  Thank God that I have time to reflect.  Something that 

never held an appointed time on my calendar.   

 

Spend your time wisely, my friends.  Take advantage of the 

opportunities we have to reflect, consider how God might  

grow us in a different direction or even prune us back from  

that which endangers our future.  And please, share your  

reflections!  Share them with the people you’re hanging out 

with during this pandemic, share them in your journal or on 

your Facebook posts.  Call a friend, write a newsletter article.  

Help the rest of us grow with you. 

 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Bobbie 



Maintenance and Finance Updates 
 
Thank you for remaining faithful with tithes and offerings.  Our  
financial health is stable year-to-date.  Some members fulfill 
their pledged commitment at the beginning of the year so we  
average that into our balances to provide a more accurate  
financial picture month by month.  The projection is that April  
will continue in the same healthy status. 
 
The Board of Stewards took advantage of opportunities to  
protect our financial health.  They applied for the Paycheck  
Protection Program (PPP.)  This loan allows our church to  
secure a 2-year loan, deferred for six months at 1% interest.  
However, when used for its intended purpose, to protect 2.5 
months of payroll, pension and  health costs, we can apply to 
have the loan forgiven and it effectively becomes a grant.  It  
may seem strange to say that we’re financially healthy in  
one breath and applying for the PPP loan in another.  It’s  
important to understand that while we are not in imminent  
danger of financial hardships, we have to recognize that we’ve 
experienced a modest downward trend in attendance in the  
last 11 years.  We must be wise and plan strategically in order 
to be prepared for trends and remain healthy.  The economic 
effects of this pandemic and shutdown remain to be seen for  
our membership and the businesses in our community.  
  
While we hope for a quick recovery, it is prudent to plan for a 
future where incomes are reduced and giving slows further, at 
least for a time.  In that way we’re practicing good stewardship 
of the gifts that God has provided. 
 
Another important point to note is that the stimulus was offered 
to non-profits for the first time, as SBA loans usually are not 
available to non-profits.  The stimulus was directed specifically 
to support small businesses and non-profits so that they could 
keep their employees and this is a much more targeted  
approach to government spending.   
 
Another program the church was able to take advantage of was 
a loan deferral of three months on our two small mortgages with 
Texas Methodist Foundation.  This is simply a deferral and will 
be made up at the end of the loan but gives a bit of immediate 
relief to churches.   
 

Programs like these are helpful, and will go a long way to  
helping us keep our finances sound, especially If you remember 
that the church ended FY 2019, 35,000 in the negative.  When this 
happens money is taken from our reserves and not recovered.  
This exemplifies the need plan strategically, live frugally, and take 
advantage of any cost-free programs that we are offered all while 
trusting God and being flexible to roll with the constant we all 
face...change. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you, we are all grateful for 
the jobs we have and the trust you place in us.   

If you are available to deliver Upper Room magazines to our  

members who are unable to leave their homes or if you would 

like to have one of these magazines delivered to your front 

porch, please leave a message on the church answering  

machine.  In requesting a magazine, please remember to  

indicate large print or regular. 



The Church In Compassionate Action: 
 
We have several church members and family of church  
members who reside facilities that do not allow visitors due  
o COVID-19.  The sheltering has also interrupted our ability  

to visit in person with those who are restricted to their homes.  
The request was made to publish the list of people who are  

living in isolation and would appreciate encouragement in the 
form of a greeting card or letter.  Please take this opportunity 
to reach out and share some agape love! 

 
Jim and Susie Forsythe, 100 Greenway Dr, Brenham  

Ellen Ellison 1900 S. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham 
Ruth Bates,1303 Ledbetter, Brenham 
Marilyn Whitmarsh, 109 S. Dixie Street, Brenham 

Margaret Hickson, P.O. Box 268, Carmine, TX 78932  
Red Powell 105 Putting Green Circle, Brenham, TX 

Linda Winstanley, (Kathy Campbell, Sister) 2699 Shulte Blvd. 
#1803, Brenham 

 

Kruse Village – 1700 E. Stone, Brenham 77833 
Audrey Boney, Kruse Memory Unit 

Glenn Amerson, #616 
Lydia House, Rm. #213A  
(send cards: c/o Ann Jurden 400 N. Dixie St, Brenham)            

 
High Hopes Nursing Home- 401 E. Bluebell Road,  

Brenham 77833 
Miriam Gillis, #17    
 

Focused Care-1303 Hwy 290 E, Brenham, 77833 
Mary Burgess 

Alice Moore   Rm. 203  
 
Brenham Nursing and Rehab - 400 E. Sayles 

A. W. and Virginia Hodde, Room 210 
Beverly Leyrer Room 401 

Ernestine Moore  
 

Argent Court- 2815 Victory Lane 
Jean Laws Suite 307 
Juanita Hickey Room 302 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Members 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Lydia House 

Martha & William Lee 

Beverly Leyrer 

Family of Paul McIntyre 

Kalyn Meschwitz 

Family of Sue Perry 

Jean & Harold Pool 

Red Powell 

Edna Rote 

Jody Tyson 

Ron Walberg 

Linda Winstanley 

Doyce Wells 

Faye Wubbenhorst 

Ernestine Moore 

Cindy Mullins  

Ray Neuse   

Joan Newton              

Lloyd Pieper 

Karen Presley 

Sue Quinn 

Stan Royal 

Barbara Scates 

Annie Schultz 

Cindy Smith 

Jim Sockwell 

Marissa Spangler 

Susan Stollman 

Rusty Walding 

Brylee Waltrip 

Barbara & Lloyd Wilganowski 

Bobby Cook 

Rick Fitzgerald 

Sue Gibson 

Donna Gore 

Mary Grigor 

Carol & John Haarmeyer 

Melissa Hale 

Dianne Hall 

Julie & Ed Hardin 

Gale Heisler 

Chaz Hodges 

Kathi Ivy 

Mike Kalil 

Sharon & Fred Ketcham 

David Kiemsteadt 

Don & Ray Manchester 

Susan McMurray 

Mary Ann Meals 

Glen Amerson 

Ed Baker 

Mary Burgess  

Wanda Curbo 

Beverly Duree  

Susan Ebel   

Ellen & Jim Ellison  

Marshia & Bud Foster 

Miriam Gillis 

Joy Goedeke 

Joycine & Louis Hannath 

Luene Harmer 

Virginia & A.W. Hodde, Jr 

Others 



Methodist Weekday  

Childcare Development Center 
We have 76 kids enrolled  

at this with only 56 kids  

that are coming because  

their parents are essential 

employees. We have lost  

13 children during this time.  

We have 13 staff members 

that are working at this  

time while the other 6 staff 

members are staying at 

home, but are planning on                                                   

returning in May at some time. 

 

We are canceling our Pre-K graduation this year.  We will have 

goodie bags and certificates that will be handed out on May 15th. 

 

We will be Celebrating Teacher Appreciation the Week of  

May 4-8th.  Let’s show how much we appreciate our teachers. 

 

We will be canceling our Donuts with Mom on May 8th.  We 

would like to wish all our Mothers  a bless and happy Mother’s 

Day.  

 

We will be closed May 25th for Memorial day. 

 

We are asking if anyone would like to donate these items to  

refurnish our Playground and Craft Room. We are in need of;  

bubbles, sidewalk chalk, balls for outside, and dump trucks  

that the children can push around on the playground. For our 

Craft room we are in need of any kind of art and craft products 

( glitter, Dot paint, self-Adhesive Jewel, Buttons, Chenille Stems, 

lacing yarn, etc.) you can drop any of these items off at the  

daycare center any time during the day, Monday- Friday 8-4pm. 

This will help with some fun activities for the summer.  

 

Thank you for helping support our Center. 

 

Music Ministry Notes:  

 

As we practice social distancing, music        

ministry activities are on hold until further     

notice. 

 

Coda: 

“Why do Christians sing when they are together? The reason is, 

quite simply, because in singing together it is possible for them 

to speak and pray the same Word at the same time; in other 

words, because here they can unite in the Word. There should 

be singing, not only at devotions, but at regular times of the day 

or week. The more we sing, the more joy will we derive from it, 

but, above all, the more devotion and discipline and joy we put 

into our singing, the richer will be the blessing that will come to 

the whole life of the fellowship from singing together. 

 

It is the voice of the Church that is heard in singing together.      

It is not you that sings, it is the Church that is singing, and you, 

as a member of the Church, may share in its song. Thus, all  

singing together that is right must serve to widen our spiritual 

horizon, make us see our little company as a member of the 

great Christian Church on earth, and help us willingly and gladly 

to join our singing, be it feeble or good, to the song of the 

Church.” 

 

From Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Even as we remain separated we can find unity in lifting our  

voices in song. 



May 17, 

2020 

As part of our  
live stream on  
Facebook, we  
will showcase our 
graduating seniors. 
Please continue to 

pray for these young people as they come to this important 
time in their lives just not in the way they had planned.  
 

Jonathan Anderson  
Jewel Beckendorf  

Lauren Herzog 
Jon Perkins 

Katie Perkins 
Travis Sallach 
Sydney Stein  

Over the next two weeks, a  
lifetime member and aspiring  
photojournalist, Lindy Jenkins, will  
be taking "Porch Portraits" of our  
church family.  Porch Portraits are  
one way for our church to  
collectively remember this time -  
when we are separated from the  
church building but still together  
as One Church.  The photographs  
will be shared first in both online  
streamed worship services.  
 
  

Our first installment was posted last Sunday! 
 
Our plan is to have folks schedule a day and time window for  
Lindy to drive to your house.  She will stay at the curb while your  
household (include your pets) stands out front.  You choose the  
look.  You can be tasteful in nice clothes, or in PJs (because many  
of us live in those now), or show appreciation or unity with a sign,  
or wearing masks and gloves -- however you want to remember  
this time.   
 
This idea first came to us as a news article shared on Facebook.   
Here's the link to get a better idea of the project and perhaps some  
inspiration: https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/porch- 
portraits-families-pose-during-pandemic-n1176416 
 
Here is the Sign Up Genius link to sign up for this week's portrait  
sessions: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0545ABAB28A5F 
A7-first    Just click on the time block you would like and fill in your  
info. Lindy will text you (if you gave a cell #) or call (if it's a landline)  
right before she heads to your house. 
 
We offer sessions on Tuesday & Thursday (it's supposed to rain  
On Wednesday) this week.  This will give us time to make our first  
"photo album" to share in next Sunday's worship time.  Lindy says  
she has a lot of free time right now (she still has her online classes  
at Blinn College) and would be willing to meet you if another day or  
time is better.  You can call or text her at 979-451-2070.  We will  
send out the next Sign Up Genius link over the weekend.  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone's smiling faces again and  
putting together this very timely photo album.  

First UMC Porch Portraits  

UMYF brought you by ZOOM!  

We are still connecting. Youth,  

continue to check your email 

and your Remind text group.   

If your youth is not getting  

my texts, have them text 

@umyffumc to the number 

81010.  We connect every  

Sunday night on ZOOM and in 

between by texts.  Wash your 

hands!  

 

 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/porch-portraits-families-pose-during-pandemic-n1176416
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/porch-portraits-families-pose-during-pandemic-n1176416
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0545ABAB28A5FA7-first
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0545ABAB28A5FA7-first


Church in Action! 

This past week, several church members gathered at  

Brenham Nursing and Rehab with signs and cheers for  

the staff.  We lined the driveway in our masks and thanked  

them as they arrived for or left after work.  A mere 30 

minutes of our time made a difference in the lives of  

people who are working hard to care for some of the  

most vulnerable people.  We have church members and  

relatives of members who live at BNR, one of which,  

Ernestine Moore, who tested positive for COVID-19.   

Thankfully she hasn’t shown any of the symptoms.   

Please keep her and her family, the Walbergs and  

Mastersons, in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are currently meeting online and probably will until we are  
allowed to meet as a large group.  We have contracted as a 
church with Zoom which is a way for us to meet on line and by 
phone. So here is the way you join the meeting. The great news 
you DO NOT have to download Zoom just click on the link that I  
am furnishing and then enter the Meeting ID when prompted and 
then you are in. I set it up so you can check in 10-15 minutes  
before your meeting begins. 
  
SUNDAY MORNING SMALL GROUP  10:00 AM 
The link to log on is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87876990141 
Meeting ID:878 7699 0141 
  
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  10:00 AM 
The link to log on is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3222168792 
Meeting ID:322 216 8792 
 
If you are dialing in this the telephone number: 
346-248-7799 
Then enter the same Meeting ID from above 
If you have any questions concerning any of this either  
respond to this email or call/text me at 713-851-6419.  
 
Be Safe & Be Blessed! 
 
 
Pastor Greg 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87876990141
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3222168792


Children’s Corner        April 

April Memory Verse: Mark 16:15 He said to them,  

“Go into all the world. Preach the good news to  

everyone.”  

 

Easy Sunday School lessons you can do with your kids 

have been (and will be) emailed each week-  

let me know if you want to be added to the list:  

ChrisAnn@fumcbrenham.org! Each Monday an  

academic study for during the week extends on the Bible 

Lesson.  These Monday Moments have allowed us to con-

tinue our discussion throughout the week.   All of the ac-

tivities are short, super easy, and  

require nothing from the store!  During Holy Week, we 

had an activity a day, everything from making perfume 

to communion bread.  Our lessons will  

continue to follow the sermon, so there is an  

extension to facilitate deeper conversations with your 

family.   

 

Happy watching and chatting! 

       

Vacation Bible School 

 

 

  

 

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor, children grow 

strong in the Lord and in the strength of God's power by exploring 

how we put on the armor of God.  

Coming June 29 through July 2! 

Registration: FUMC VBS Resister Here! 

Registration open for Campers (PK – 5th) AND 

Volunteers (6thgrade - ADULT)! 
For questions, please contact  

A HUGE Happy 

Birthday to our 

Favorite May 

Kids! 
Braelyn Stroech  

(May 18), Brooke Henley (May 27), and  

Charlie Pauler (May 28)!!   

 

Virtual Easter Egg Hunt Results!  

Congratulations to 

Luke Aguilar!!!   

He found a total of 233 Easter 

eggs hidden in famous portraits!   

mailto:ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org
https://2020.cokesburyvbs.com/FUMCBrenham/register/


 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Your next newsletter deadline 
will be Thursday, May 21st  

by 4:00 PM.   
 

If you have a submission for 
the newsletter, please email 

your written article to 
fumc@fumcbrenham.org; 
or submit a handwritten  

article to the church office.  
This is the best way to make 
sure that all the information 
for your article is accurate.  

 

Thank you. 

CHURCH OFFERING 
 

Sunday, April 5, 2020                  

Offering:                     $9,797.00 

  

Sunday, April 12, 2020 

Offering:                  $11,115.00 

  

Sunday, April 19, 2020 

Offering:                    $9,797.00 

  

Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Offering:                    $4,435.00 

2020 Budget: $668,783.00 

Offering Needed Each 

Week:  $12,861.40 

 

CHURCH ONLINE 
 

9:30 AM Sunday morning,  
Traditional and  

Celebration Services 
https://www.facebook.com/

FUMCBrenham/ 
 

  

The Traditional Service is  
broadcast each Sunday  

on Brenham Radio KWHI/AM 
1280 at 11:00 a.m.  

First United Methodist Church 
Making Disciples of 

 Jesus Christ 

408 North Baylor, Brenham, TX 77833-3213 

979-836-2008 

www.fumcbrenham.org 

Methodist Weekday Child Development Center 

979-830-8661 

Church Staff 
  

Rev. Bobbie Maltas, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Greg Smith, Associate Pastor  

Jennifer Patrick, Director of Youth and Wesley Foundation 

Chris Ann Stroech, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Matt Hulon, Minister of Music 

Diane Garrett, Organist 

Kris Trevino, Office Manager  

Delores Hammargren, Administrative Assistant 

Raemona Burks, Child Development Center Director  

Lelli Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator  

Cindy Mathis, Custodian 

http://www.fumcbrenham.org

