
First United Methodist Church 

April Edition Newsletter 2020 

                9:30 AM Sunday morning, Traditional and Celebration Services  
 https://www.facebook.com/FUMCBrenham/ 

. 

The Traditional Service is broadcast each Sunday on Brenham Radio KWHI/AM 1280  

and Channel 96 Cable TV at 11:00 a.m. 

Virtual Worship…Connecting with God and Each Other 

 
We’re figuring out how to “do” church without being together in our 
worship space.  Our traditional worship bulletins are now available 
on the church website: www.fumcbrenham.org. 
Until further notice, worship will only be online: 
 
                9:30 AM Sunday morning, Traditional and Celebration 
Services - https://www.facebook.com/FUMCBrenham/ 
 
                11:00 AM Sunday morning, Traditional Worship on the 
radio – KWHI 1281 AM or 101.7 FM 
 
                Any time after 9:30 AM Sunday mornings you can  
access both traditional and celebration services on the church 
website: www.fumcbrenham.org 
  
  

Best Practices for Virtual Worship 
 

1. I strongly encourage you to create a space in your home that 
has a table, two battery operated candles or other light sources 
that can be turned on and off, a Bible, a cross, something     
purple (symbolizing Lent), and one or two other objects from 
around the house that represent your faith.  Let that be your 
communion table and focal point when worshipping as you 
watch online or listen on the radio.  This worship space will    
be particularly helpful to you during Holy Week on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday.  

 
2. Get out of bed and get dressed.  This will put you in the       
      mindset for worship. 

3. Go through your normal Sunday routine, without the “Hurry 
up!  We’re late!” part. 
 
4. Gather your family together – this is family bonding time!  Take 
advantage of it.   
 
5. Project the feed on the largest screen you have.  Choose a 
desktop computer over a tablet; a laptop computer over a phone 
screen…you get it. 
 
6. Sing aloud, loud and proud!  Participate in responsive readings 
and creeds and say, “Amen” at the close of prayers. 
 
7. Actually put something in your offering plate.  A flower, a note, 
a check, a piece of paper with the amount of your electronic  
contribution.   
 
8. Lean into the message.  Respond audibly, take notes, write 
down questions and text or email them to the preacher.  
  
9. Stand up if you’re able when you would usually be standing 
during worship. 
 
10. Follow along with the Scripture reading in your own Bible, 

Holy Week 
 

Palm Sunday Parade of Vehicles!!!   
 
The rules of social distancing change frequently, but it’s our 
hope that being separated in vehicles will still be allowed by  
Palm Sunday, April 5th.  Here is the plan: 
 
When: April 5, at 11:00 AM. 
   
Procedure: Park in the church parking but do not exit your  
vehicle!  The palms will be distributed equally to the hood of each 
of the vehicles.  Tune your car radio to KWHI 1280 AM or KSBJ 
89.3 FM (Contemporary Christian Radio) or the Christian music 
radio station of your choice. 



The Parade:  We'll start at the church and drive to Kruse  
Village.  The lead vehicle, the church van, will stop at the  
entrance to Kruse Village and wait until everyone is in line on 
Stone Street. The vehicles will parade through the streets of 
Kruse Village, waving our palms and waving to residents watching 
through their windows or standing on their front porches. 
 
Maundy Thursday Virtual Worship 
 
Maundy Thursday is the night Christians commemorate the  
supper Jesus shared with his disciples before his crucifixion, 
when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet (John 13: 1-17) and  
instituted Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-29, 
Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22: 13-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)  
 
We will observe four traditional actions in our homes:  
1. Confession and Pardon, 2. Proclamation of the Word,  
3. The Lord’s Supper (Communion), 4. Stripping of the church,  
5. Tenebrae.  You’ll receive specific instructions on how to  
perform these actions at home.  
 
What you’ll want to have on your family worship center table  
include: A purple item, a Bible, two light sources (a lamp,  
flashlights, battery-operated candles, etc.), a cross, 2-3 symbols 
of faith from your home, and seven (additional) candles.   
 
Good Friday Virtual Worship 
 
Good Friday will include the stations of the cross.  The Stations  
of the Cross are a 14-step devotion that commemorates Jesus 
Christ's last day on Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, 
focus on specific events of His last day, beginning with His  
condemnation. The stations are commonly used as a mini  
pilgrimage as the individual moves from station to station. At  
each station, the individual recalls and meditates on a specific 
event from Christ's last day. Specific prayers are recited, then the 
individual moves to the next station until all 14 are complete. 
 
The images of the stations will be projected on your computer 
with music and speaking in the background and in between.   
 

If you participate in the Maundy Thursday Virtual Worship, your 
worship table will be empty.  This is a list of items you'll need  
for Good Friday's service (get items as close to these items as 
possible but if you don’t have something, don’t worry about it):  
a torn garment, a cotton ball soaked with baby oil, a shawl or 

From the Board of Stewards 
 

The Board of Stewards met via Zoom on Tuesday, March 24, 
2020.  Among the topics discussed was a continuation of the  
discussion about how to use our assets (property, mainly) to  
generate income.  The idea was further explored to lease the  
Mission House.  The Board is aware and will continue to follow 
rules with regard to our nonprofit status as a religious institution.  
  
Pastor Bobbie communicated the bishop’s strong recommenda-
tion that corporate worship in United Methodist churches be  
suspended at least through Easter.  All are thankful that we have 
a staff and the technology necessary to offer virtual worship on 
the internet.  The announcement will be made to the congregation 
via church-wide email that we will suspend corporate worship at 
FUMC Brenham and offer it only online. 
 
The staff and clergy are doing everything possible to continue all 
meetings, Bible studies, youth group, and confirmation through 
Zoom.  Zoom is an app that anyone can download for free to a 
device and is relatively simple to use.  Alternately, if invited to a 
Zoom gathering the participant can just click on the link and avoid 
downloading the app. 
 
Trustee issues included the approval of repairs to the associate 
parsonage bath, patching at gap between walls in the Activity 
Center table closet, repairing/replacing the rotted windows on the 
rear side of the church (along the playground and music 
room.)  The Board is also considering how to remodel the chancel 
in order to make it accessible to all and to figure out how to create 
from the choir loft an emergency exit.  



As we practice social distancing,  
music ministry activities are on hold  
until further notice. 
 
Coda: 

 
In one of my first newsletter articles, I talked about  
the importance of singing in worship. I'd like to revisit  
that topic.  Simply listening to music can be a remarkable 
thing.  It changes our mood and shapes our perception of 
events.  The documentary "Alive Inside: A Story of Music & 
Memory" is a fascinating look at the use of music as therapy 
for dementia patients. Music can affect your heart rate and 
change your breathing.  And it's these two changes I want to 
talk about a little.  When we sing together as a congregation, 
we are breathing together as a group between each stanza. 
This metered and controlled breathing has an effect on the 
pace of our hearts.  While we might be separated physically, 
if we are singing together and breathing together we are in 
many ways still in communion with one another.  
 
We of course look forward to the time when we can return to 
church and worship together.  But as we worship at home, I  
encourage you to sing with us, because even though we are  
separated, God is with us and we are not alone.  

Music Ministry Notes: 

UMYF brought you by ZOOM!  
We are still connecting. Youth,  
continue to check your email 
and your Remind text group.   
If your youth is not getting my 
texts, have them text 
@umyffumc to the number 
81010.  We connect every  
Sunday night on ZOOM and in 
between by texts.  Wash your 
hands!  
 
 
 

FYI: UMYF Dessert Auction will be moved to the summer. 

Thank you to all of you that sign up, on the meal train, to  
provide a meal for Wesley Foundation.  Sadly, we are no 
longer allowed to meet in person.  I will still be meeting with 
them on Thursday nights via ZOOM.  Please pray for these 
students as they try to continue their classes, now online, 
while they are spread all over.  I have one student that had  
to go back to Australia.  



Methodist Weekday  

Childcare Development Center 

We would like to thank everyone 
for their support during this time 
of Covid 19.  The MWCDC is still 
open.  We are screening all who 
enter our school.  We have strict 
drop off times; 6:30 a.m. to 8:00 
a.m.  No one is accepted after 
8:00 a.m.  Only the children are 
allowed to enter at this time.  

 
We will be closed for Good Friday.   
 
We want to thank our hard working staff for their hard work 
and dedication during this difficult time. 
 
Our fundraiser BBQ was great!  We sold 450 plus meals!  We 
would like to thank all of you for your support and donations.  
We would especially like to thank Danny Davis for cooking 
the BBQ.  We would, also, like to thank the MWCDC Board, 
our parents and our staff for their hard work in making our 
fundraiser a success. 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 
Beginning this Monday we will be meeting online again and 
probably until we are allowed to meet as a large group.  We 
have contracted as a church with Zoom which is a way for us 
to meet on line and by phone.  So here is the way you join the 
meeting.  The great news you DO NOT have to download 
Zoom just click on the link that I am furnishing and then enter 
the Meeting ID when prompted and then you are in.  I set it up 
so you can check in anytime before 10:00 AM.  I will try and be 
on at least by 9:50 to start welcoming people in. 
  
The link to get in is: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/255317690?
pwd=NHdWUTREODhCbnU1cURFM2UyT1RJdz09 
  
The Meeting ID will always be: 255-317-690 
  
Meeting Password (if asked) is: 138120 
  
The call in number if you can not access by computer is: 929-
205-6099 
You will be asked the Meeting ID and possibly the Meeting 
Password then you will be able to join the meeting. 
  
We will pick up where we left off in Mark 12 (with a brief review 
of the verses we covered last week). 
  
If you have any questions concerning any of this either  
respond to this email or call/text me at 713-851-6419. 
  
Be Safe & Be Blessed! 
  
Pas- tor 
Greg 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/255317690?pwd=NHdWUTREODhCbnU1cURFM2UyT1RJdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/255317690?pwd=NHdWUTREODhCbnU1cURFM2UyT1RJdz09


PRAYER CONCERNS 

Members 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Lydia House 

Martha & William Lee 

Beverly Leyrer 

Family of Paul McIntyre 

Kalyn Meschwitz 

Sue Perry 

Jean & Harold Pool 

Red Powell 

Edna Rote 

Jody Tyson 

Ron Walberg 

Linda Winstanley 

Doyce Wells 

Mary Ann Meals 

Cindy Mullins  

Ray Neuse   

Joan Newton              

Lloyd Pieper 

Karen Presley 

Sue Quinn 

Stan Royal 

Barbara Scates 

Annie Schultz 

Cindy Smith 

Jim Sockwell 

Marissa Spangler 

Susan Stollman 

Rusty Walding 

Brylee Waltrip 

  

Rick Fitzgerald 

Sue Gibson 

Donna Gore 

Mary Grigor 

Carol & John Haarmeyer 

Melissa Hale 

Dianne Hall 

Julie & Ed Hardin 

Gale Heisler 

Chaz Hodges 

Kathi Ivy 

Mike Kalil 

Sharon & Fred Ketcham 

David Kiemsteadt 

Don & Ray Manchester 

Susan McMurray 

 

Glen Amerson 

Ed Baker 

Mary Burgess  

Wanda Curbo 

Beverly Duree  

Susan Ebel   

Ellen & Jim Ellison  

Marshia & Bud Foster 

Miriam Gillis 

Joy Goedeke 

Joycine & Louis Hannath 

Luene Harmer 

Virginia & A.W. Hodde, Jr 

Others 

Children’s  

Corner         
 
March 
Elementary: In March, we learned about the  

Temptation of Christ and his interactions with  

others: namely, Nicodemus and the Lady at  

the Well.     

Church Nursery: The nursery kids also  

followed along with the older children this month!  

They learned how Christ was tempted and how  

Nicodemus travelled in the dark to talk with Jesus.   

March Memory Verse: Philippians 4:13- I can do 

all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

What a meaningful scripture during this time!  We 

haven’t been able to meet the last two weeks as a 

Sunday School class, but we can do all things 

through Christ who gives us strength- even holding 

up in our home enjoying family time!  The last  

three weeks in March have allowed us to expand our 

technology and focus on strengthening our family’s 

bond!  Easy Sunday School lessons you can do with 

your kids have been (and will be) emailed each week

- let me know if you want to be added to the list: 

ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org! Also we began an 

academic study for during the week that extends on 

the Bible Lesson: ie. the science of sight!    
 

mailto:ChrisAnn@FUMCBrenham.org


Vacation Bible 

School 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor, children grow 

strong in the Lord and in the strength of God's power by exploring 

how we put on the armor of God.  

Coming June 29 through July 2! 

Prayer Pals – postponed, as we all need 
prayer! 

We will start Prayer Pals at another time- right now we ALL  

need prayer.  So, as we bow our heads and fall to our knees  

to talk to our mighty God, may we also remember the Seniors who 

have an uncertain ending to their school year; may we remember 

the birthdays that fall during this time and the parties that are  

cancelled; may we remember the smallest ones who don’t  

quite understand why they are unable to play with their friends.  

May we pray for calm, healing, and hope for ALL of us. 

Thank you  
to our MARCH  

Sunday School  

Teachers:  

Carolyn Cross, Connie Masterson, James Masterson, 

and Lucas Stroech. 

A HUGE 

Happy 

Birthday  

to our Favorite April Kids! 

Kelsey Cross (4/16), Jordan Graham 

(4/28), Peyton Hargrave (4/16), Rhyan 

Jenkins (4/7), Emily Masterson (4/14), 

Kate Masser (4/24), and Max Patrick 

(4/7)!!   



Newsletter Deadline 
 

Your next newsletter deadline will be  
Wednesday, April 22nd by 4:00 PM.   
If you have a submission for the newsletter, 
please email your written article to 
fumc@fumcbrenham.org; or submit a  
handwritten article to the church office.  
This is the best way to make sure that all  
the information for your article is accurate.      
Thank you. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 
 

Nursery:       4 
9:30 Traditional                  122 
9:30 Celebration                   49 
Total: 175 
Sunday School: 51                    
Offering:                 $12,037.00 
  

Sunday, March 8, 2020 
 

Nursery:       3 
9:30 Traditional                    93 
9:30 Celebration                  24 
Total: 120 
Sunday School: 45                     
Offering:                 $12,051.00 

  
Sunday, March 15, 2020 

 
Nursery:    
9:30 Traditional                   
9:30 Celebration                    
Total:  
Sunday School:     
Offering:                   $9,663.00 
  

Sunday, March 22, 2020 
 

Nursery:   
9:30 Traditional                   
9:30 Celebration                    
Total:  
Sunday School:    
Offering:                  $10,906.00 
 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 

Nursery:   
9:30 Traditional                   
9:30 Celebration                    
Total:  
Sunday School:    
Offering:  $7,680.00                
 

  

2020 Budget: $668,783.00 
Offering Needed Each 
Week:  $12,861.40 

 

First United Methodist Church 
Making Disciples of 

 Jesus Christ 

408 North Baylor, Brenham, TX 77833-3213 

979-836-2008 

www.fumcbrenham.org 

Methodist Weekday Child Development Center 

979-830-8661 

Church Staff 
  

Rev. Bobbie Maltas, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Greg Smith, Associate Pastor  

Jennifer Patrick, Director of Youth and Wesley Foundation 

Chris Ann Stroech, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Matt Hulon, Minister of Music 

Diane Garrett, Organist 

Kris Trevino, Office Manager  

Delores Hammargren, Administrative Assistant 

Raemona Burks, Child Development Center Director  

Lelli Hernandez, Nursery Coordinator  

Cindy Mathis, Custodian 

http://www.fumcbrenham.org

